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MTL Bookfair
Collective Statement
April 6%, 2025

Hey everyone,

We're baa-aack! And we'd like to start by
apologizing for our long absence. Communication
is important, and we've left you hanging for a
long time.

When we last checked in, we had announced
that we were taking a year off to regroup as a
collective and rethink the bookfair. Truth is,
things were a little more complicated than that.
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From the outside, the 2023 Montreal Anarchist
Bookfair seemed like a huge success. On the
inside, our collective imploded.

That implosion involves many twists and turns,
but in short, several of us had experienced
harmful opinions and behaviors rooted in

the logic of white superiority/supremacy as
well as a lack of respect for the collective
process by certain collective members. This
resulted in misunderstandings, yelling matches,
backstabbing, hurt feelings, broken friendships,

and essentially, emotional and physical burnout.

Some collective members did not abide by

our collective decisions, shared confidential
information beyond the collective, and spread
misinformation that unnecessarily created bad
feelings toward the bookfair. These actions
undermined our ongoing efforts to make our
organizing and the bookfair reflect a culture of
care, accessibility, and alternative practices that
at the same time challenge how the dominant
culture shapes spaces.
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It was important to the current collective to
address problematic behaviors, and how they’ve
repeatedly played out to make the bookfair less
welcoming to marginalized people, in order

to move forward. Moreover, it was deeply
important to us not simply to push through

and avoid tough conversations, as we had done
in the past. Instead, we wanted to understand
the underlying biases, forms of socialization,
and structures that had shaped our internal
dynamics, not to mention the bookfair itself, and
as a consequence, too often reified the logic of
white supremacy in our processes and project. By
taking internal care rather than ignoring painful
tensions, we strived to take the time to ensure
the well-being and longevity of our collective,
and in ways that would increasingly extend
solidarity to all at the bookfair.

So in 2024, our time and funding were spent on a
mediation process, which was skillfully guided by
two POC facilitators from an outside organization.
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Unfortunately, while the mediation process was
helpful at opening up a respectful dialogue, the
main issues did not get resolved, much less even
addressed. In the end, the collective members
from whom the rest of us had expected a certain
level of accountability, left the mediation before
completion and resigned from the collective.

This type of process takes a long time and a lot of
energy, and it felt particularly demoralizing that
our effort was essentially for naught; thus our
need to take an extended break.

While we were trying to recover and plan ahead,
an infographic appeared online, pronouncing
our bookfair “dead,” coupled with an illustration
of someone giving us the finger. It felt like an
attack. To make matters worse, we learned from
a second, widely circulated announcement that a
group had appropriated the bookfair, organizing
it at the same place and same time, with only a
change of name. Moreover, the only time these
organizers reached out to us (and one of our

Unfortunately, while the mediation process was
helpful at opening up a respectful dialogue, the
main issues did not get resolved, much less even
addressed. In the end, the collective members
from whom the rest of us had expected a certain
level of accountability, left the mediation before
completion and resigned from the collective.

This type of process takes a long time and a lot of
energy, and it felt particularly demoralizing that
our effort was essentially for naught; thus our
need to take an extended break.

While we were trying to recover and plan ahead,
an infographic appeared online, pronouncing
our bookfair “dead,” coupled with an illustration
of someone giving us the finger. It felt like an
attack. To make matters worse, we learned from
a second, widely circulated announcement that a
group had appropriated the bookfair, organizing
it at the same place and same time, with only a
change of name. Moreover, the only time these
organizers reached out to us (and one of our

1e1R,D “Inaduuoy,p 1310p un jrej snou mb un nbjanb ap
uoneInsn[I aun e 39[dnoo ‘ 110w, JUSWIIUIA 110U
jueduouoid ‘oudr us anredde 1sa aryderdoyur sun
‘royruerd ap 19 1019dNnd91 9p suonua) snou anb s1opy

-393uojo1d asned aun axpuaxd

9p UI0S3q 310U NO,p ‘UALI INod JUSWS[[IIIUISSD
919 11e 110j0 d110u anb juesifeIOWP
JuawaIdInonIed 919 e |1 19 ‘a1d1au,p 19 sdurd)
ap dnooneaq puaid snssaooid ap adAy a)

*JI109[[00 NP SIINIAI
JUOS 9S 19 UOISN[OUO0D BS JUBAR UOIIRIPIW B 91Inb
1u0 Iqenduw,p NBSAIU UTRIS) UN NPUIE SNo)

SUOIAR SNOU JUOP JI109[[00 Np saIquidw s3] ‘91duroo

9p Uy ug 'S9pIOqe SUIOW JI0JUD 19 SNJOSII 91D
sed juo,u sowg[qoxd xnedourid sa] ‘xnanjoadsax
andorerp un Ir1Ano 1nod a[1n 919 € UoneIpaw
ap snssaooid o] anb sio[e JuswasnaINaYRN

"9INJLIPIXA UOIesIuR3IO aun,p s'9'9sIoel
soormajewiue xnap red 9pm3 juswaiqey 919 €
mb uonjerpawr ap snssadord un e seIIBSUOD 919 JUO
JuawWAdURUY 110U 39 sdwa) a130U ‘YzoT US “ISUry

1e1R,D “Inaduuoy,p 1310p un jrej snou mb un nbjanb ap
uoneInsn[I aun e 39[dnoo ‘ 110w, JUSWIIUIA 110U
jueduouoid ‘oudr us anredde 1sa aryderdoyur sun
‘royruerd ap 19 1019dNnd91 9p suonua) snou anb s1opy

-393uojo1d asned aun axpuaxd

9p UI0S3q 310U NO,p ‘UALI INod JUSWS[[IIIUISSD
919 11e 110j0 d110u anb juesifeIOWP
JuawaIdInonIed 919 e |1 19 ‘a1d1au,p 19 sdurd)
ap dnooneaq puaid snssaooid ap adAy a)

*JI109[[00 NP SIINIAI
JUOS 9S 19 UOISN[OUO0D BS JUBAR UOIIRIPIW B 91Inb
1u0 Iqenduw,p NBSAIU UTRIS) UN NPUIE SNo)

SUOIAR SNOU JUOP JI109[[00 Np saIquidw s3] ‘91duroo

9p Uy ug 'S9pIOqe SUIOW JI0JUD 19 SNJOSII 91D
sed juo,u sowg[qoxd xnedourid sa] ‘xnanjoadsax
andorerp un Ir1Ano 1nod a[1n 919 € UoneIpaw
ap snssaooid o] anb sio[e JuswasnaINaYRN

"9INJLIPIXA UOIesIuR3IO aun,p s'9'9sIoel
soormajewiue xnap red 9pm3 juswaiqey 919 €
mb uonjerpawr ap snssadord un e seIIBSUOD 919 JUO
JuawWAdURUY 110U 39 sdwa) a130U ‘YzoT US “ISUry



$9)SIYOIBUE SI[ NO NII] UN 3119 € JYOIAYD SIno(noy
© [EIT)UOJN 9P 9ISIYDIRUE SIAI[ NP UOTES 3T

"970T Teul Ud [BIIUOIA 3P

d)SIYOIRUR SIAI[ NP UORS 9] NBAANOU B 13)udsaid
SNOA 9P UOIIUIIUL, [ SUOAR SNOU ] ‘dUUWIOINE 13D
QUIRWIAS JP SUY XNSP INS SINO[ XNIP P JUSUWOUIAD
un suordredaid snou ‘rewr us ISWIE B 19 dI}[BUUOD
e stxdde zoae snoa anb ajsiyoreue aIAl] np uojes
9] 191uasa1d snoa ap nalf ne ‘yuanbasuod 1eg

"SPNIIQRY XNAI[ 19 d)eP SOU B J)SIYDIBUR JIAI] NP UO[ES
un juareIasiuedIo saf[i,nb suouue s1oy sun 2100UL B
adnoi3 90 ‘aIAI] np UO[eS Np SZ0Z UONIPY,[ IosIue3Io
© JOOUSWILIOD 9P dUEP B[ N3 suoAe snou anb jueay
"SpPUOJ SOU SUOLIgJsURI] Ing[ snou anb 1opuewap
mod ‘vzoz sdwejurid ne 11e1d (sop 110U AIJLLIIP
‘SOITE)IPUBWILIION SOU 9P UM, [ 13) S910BIUOD JUO SNOU
$"90LIY'INa)esIUE3I0 $3D NO SI0J Jnds e ‘sn[d o “wou
3P USWASUBYD UN JUSWS[NIS JIAR ‘S91EP SIWIW XNe
19 SHOIPUD SAWPUW XNE JUBSTURSIO | ‘D1SIYIIBUR JIAI
np uoyes 9] arxdoxdde jre19,s adnoid un nb sgsnyip
JUSWAZ IR dououUe dWIXNIp aun Jed sudde suoae
snou ‘sasoyd sa[ 1aa1durs oy onbene sun swrwod

$9)SIYOIBUE SI[ NO NII] UN 3119 € JYOIAYD SIno(noy
© [EIT)UOJN 9P 9ISIYDIRUE SIAI[ NP UOTES 3T

"970T Teul Ud [BIIUOIA 3P

d)SIYOIRUR SIAI[ NP UORS 9] NBAANOU B 13)udsaid
SNOA 9P UOIIUIIUL, [ SUOAR SNOU ] ‘dUUWIOINE 13D
QUIRWIAS JP SUY XNSP INS SINO[ XNIP P JUSUWOUIAD
un suordredaid snou ‘rewr us ISWIE B 19 dI}[BUUOD
e stxdde zoae snoa anb ajsiyoreue aIAl] np uojes
9] 191uasa1d snoa ap nalf ne ‘yuanbasuod 1eg

"SPNIIQRY XNAI[ 19 d)eP SOU B J)SIYDIBUR JIAI] NP UO[ES
un juareIasiuedIo saf[i,nb suouue s1oy sun 2100UL B
adnoi3 90 ‘aIAI] np UO[eS Np SZ0Z UONIPY,[ IosIue3Io
© JOOUSWILIOD 9P dUEP B[ N3 suoAe snou anb jueay
"SpPUOJ SOU SUOLIgJsURI] Ing[ snou anb 1opuewap
mod ‘vzoz sdwejurid ne 11e1d (sop 110U AIJLLIIP
‘SOITE)IPUBWILIION SOU 9P UM, [ 13) S910BIUOD JUO SNOU
$"90LIY'INa)esIUE3I0 $3D NO SI0J Jnds e ‘sn[d o “wou
3P USWASUBYD UN JUSWS[NIS JIAR ‘S91EP SIWIW XNe
19 SHOIPUD SAWPUW XNE JUBSTURSIO | ‘D1SIYIIBUR JIAI
np uoyes 9] arxdoxdde jre19,s adnoid un nb sgsnyip
JUSWAZ IR dououUe dWIXNIp aun Jed sudde suoae
snou ‘sasoyd sa[ 1aa1durs oy onbene sun swrwod

sponsors, behind our backs) was in spring 2024,
to request that we transfer our funds to them.
Before we had a chance to start organizing the
2025 bookfair, this group once again announced
that they would be holding an anarchist bookfair
at our usual time and location.

As a result, instead of bringing you the bookfair
that you have come to know and love this May;,
we will be preparing a two-day event over two
weekends this fall. And we aim to again bring you
the Montreal Anarchist Bookfair in May 2026.

The Montreal Anarchist Bookfair has always
strived to be a place where anarchists and those
curious about anarchism could come together
to not only find educational materials but also
experience care and community —something
we've especially been expanding on the past
several years to make the bookfair far more
welcoming to far more types of ideas, practices,
and people. We look forward to keeping that
tradition alive.
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Our current collective consists of BPoC as well

as Jewish and Muslim anarchists. We hope to
reach communities that have historically not been
centered or given the space they deserve in the
Montreal anarchist milieu. Stay tuned for what
we hope will be an exciting return.

With love and rage,
Montreal Anarchist Bookfair Collective
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An Anarchist’s
Response to the
Montreal Anarchist
Bookfair Collective

This response was published by @cedar on
kolektiva.social on April 7 2025.

Well, this is quite the dishonest and self-serving
post. I'm pretty surprised and disappointed, and
there’s a lot that deserves a response, but I'm just
going to focus on a few things.

1) You use incredibly vague and yet loaded
language to talk about the conflict in the bookfair
collective, and this is deliberately deceptive. You
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want to have us believe that some serious harm
occurred, and not something that makes you look
silly, like, for instance, members of your collective
being unable to handle disagreement about your
decision to ban tarot cards at the 2023 bookfair.

To hide this basic fact —that some people melted
down when others didn’t simply accept their
assertion that tarot is cultural appropriation -
you are talking about “behaviours rooted in the
logic of white supremacy.” Yes, issues of identity
can be hard and disagreement around ideas can
be stressful, but dressing up your attempts at
shutting down criticism as anti-racism is truly a
depressing comment on the anarchist space.

(Also, there was a great text about tarot
distributed at the 2023 bookfair and I consider
the issue settled: https://mtlcounterinfo.org/
rethinking-identity-safety-and-appropriation-or-
why-is-tarot-banned-at-the-bookfair/)
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2) You don’t own the bookfair. It has been
organized by lots of different people over time
and takes tons of different kinds of contributions
to thrive. You decided to use the money

needed for the bookfair on mediation to seek
“accountability” for people disagreeing with

you about tarot cards rather than organize a
bookfair, and other people stepped up and made
it happen. And they did a great job. That they
planned to do Constellation again is only natural,
especially considering it took you 18 months to
be honest about why you actually tried to cancel
the bookfair in 2024. And what do you do? Do
you support their initiative? Do you see that your
collective is not needed right now and focus on
other things? No—you decide to hold your own
event and announce that you will be competing
with Constellation for their time slot next year.
Fucking bizarre.

3) All your discourse about community and care
rings pretty hollow in a post that is basically just
an attempt at settling score —and these words
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are hopelessly vague at the best of times. You
offer nothing on the level of ideas about how

an event organized by your collective would be
distinct and instead just list the race, religion,

or ethnicity of the members of your collective.
This is the worst form of identity politics, where
identity has completely replaced politics. If vague
platitudes and weak identity politics are what
your collective stands for - after a year and a half
to decide what makes you distinct - then it is hard
to see the value in the event you're proposing.
This is doubly true when you are basically saying
you are going to fight another collective for their
project. It is hard to see your attempts at taking
over the bookfair again as anything but ego.

You should delete your post and then do some
thinking about how you got to the point of
publishing something like this. é
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